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GENERAL INFORMATION 

NAME: Guthrie Mill Dam 

ADDRESS: 7855 Mac Lane, Snow Camp, NC 27312 

LOCATION: The Guthrie Mill Acreage is approached from the paved SR2345 Mac Lane off SR 
22340 Greenhill Road, turning west onto an unpaved road toward Cane Creek 

PARCEL ID #: 156470 

Tax ID: 8-11-22C 

AREA: The overall property is 5.01 acres, the area specifically proposed for designation is 
roughly 22,000 sqft. 

OWNER: Owen Doyle Trust 

OWNER MAILING ADDRESS: PO Box 24 Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

BUILT: 1873

CONTACTS FOR REPORT:  

Katherine Newlin Hadley 
Alamance County Historic Properties Commission Member 
336-376-8960
Hadleyrosa@gmail.com

Ian Shannon 
Alamance County Planning Department 
201 W Elm St Graham, NC 27253 
(336) 570-4063
ian.shannon@alamancecountync.gov

mailto:Hadleyrosa@gmail.com
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ABSTRACT FOR DESIGNATION 

The Guthrie Mill Dam is a significant piece of architectural history. The dam is constructed in a 
style that ended around the end of the 1800’s. The dams built in this style still remain to this 
day, a testament to their sturdy construction. The preservation of the stone dam is significant 
for education, pleasure, and enrichment of Alamance County and the state of North Carolina as 
a whole. This current proposal is to designate the dam itself and portions of the property 
extending 50 feet away from the dam in all directions. This puts the total area proposed for 
designation at roughly 22,000 sqft. 



HISTORIC BACKGROUND 

As settlement pushed westward, the first explorations were along creeks and rivers to discover 
the potential sources of power—places where rapids revealed natural fall which could be 
heightened by building a dam. With the dam located, a millrace would be constructed to lead 
water by a new and less precipitous route (than the creek itself) to a suitable spot where it 
could then be dropped all at once over a waterwheel. Headwater is brought from the top of the 
dam over the waterwheel. The “tailwater” coming from the waterwheel goes directly back into 
the creek or river [Hobbs, 1985]. 

Dams serve two major purposes in the milling operation: they elevate the level of the water in 
the creek so that the amount of fall (hence the amount of available power) is increased and the 
dam provides a storage capacity for water. The storage function is highly important. Many 
ponds may be drawn down three or four feet before milling operations must cease. Because of 
this storage capacity, a surprisingly small stream is capable of running a mill. A mill was 
generally operated from eight to ten hours a day, so there were 14 or more hours for the 
millpond to replenish itself from the night and after-hours flow of the stream. Such a capacity in 
effect doubled the effectiveness of the stream for milling purposes. 

Some dams are anchored to bedrock at both ends. Most dams, however, terminate in bedrock 
on only one end, the other being notched into the dirt bank. Many of the stone dams built in 
North Carolina were laid “dry wall “, that is without mortar. In such instances the upstream side 
would be “dirted” with a heavy clay soil, or perhaps later “chinked” with mortar so as to seal up 
any leaks [Hobbs, 1982]. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

The Guthrie Mill Dam reflects the setting, expertise of the builders, availability of materials, and 
use of water wheel or turbine. The dam was built with field stone and has a spillway. The stones 
were gathered upstream and floated downstream on a wooden raft. There is a brick power 
house toward the dam that has not been modified. George Guthrie, a well-known millwright 
and master workman along with Richard Freeman built a mill and dam which became known as 
Guthrie Mill in 1873 [Newlin, 1982].  

After Meeting for Worship at West Grove Meeting on a First Day in 2019, Dixie Newlin, Charles 
Newlin, Louise Hobbs, Richard Hobbs, and Katherine Newlin Hadley were welcomed on a tour 
of Guthrie Mill Acreage: 

May 22, 2021---George and Diane Doyle welcomed eighteen local historians to Weekend 
Retreat in the restored Guthrie Mill house. 

• Dan McBane (born in 1934) remembered the Old Guthrie Mill when it was in operation
and pulled by a tractor which he still owns. [McBane, 2021]

• Carol McBane Guthrie lives in the historic house owned by her grandfather miller David
McBane who bought the Old Guthrie Mill in 1905. He numbered boards and moved it
from the flood plane to its present location. [Guthrie, 2021]

• Dan Perry, a descendent from the Snow Camp Dixon Mill (his maternal Durham
ancestors) remembers David McBane’s Store (located where T.E. McBane’s shop is now
located). Dan’s grandfather Joe Perry would trade at the store sometimes bartering
rabbits.

• In 1982 Doug Berg built a form across the width of Guthrie dam, taking great care to get
it as level as possible. Forty years later he still asks a fellow volunteer at Chatham
County Historical Museum, Pittsboro, Dan Perry, “Is it still level?”

• Dan also remembers when the bridge crossing Cane Creek just passed the Old Guthrie
Mill was closed. When he was in first grade (1949-1950) his school bus crossed the creek
and picked him up; by second grade the bridge was closed and he had to meet the bus
at Hwy 87. [Perry, 2021]

• Charles Newlin remembers riding his bicycle to the Old Guthrie Mill. [C. Newlin, 2021]
• Dr. Grimsley Hobbs used inspiration from Old Salem to renovate the mill into a home.

The lock on the front door is believed to be from England.
• Richard Hobbs lives in a log house moved piece by piece onto the property. Its front

door was made by Thomas Day. [R. Hobbs, 2021]
• Janie Newlin did her UNC-Greensboro senior research theses on John Newlin, founder

of Saxapahaw Mill in 1800’s. The document is on display at Saxapahaw Museum. [J.
Newlin, 2021]



EVALUATION 

While the actual mill building on the property has received a number of renovations and is now 
used as a dwelling house, the dam and pond remain largely in their original conditions. Because 
of the style of dam construction and the significance of these kinds od dams and mills in the 
development of North Carolina, it would be to great benefit to preserve the Guthrie Mill Dam 
and designate it a local landmark.  

DESIGNATION PARAMETERS 

The current proposal would see the dam and portions of the property 50 feet from the dam in 
all directions designated as a local landmark. This distance should be plenty for establishing a 
boundary around the dam but not so much that it will place any burdens on the property owner 
should they need to make any changes to their property in the future.  



SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Photos of Site 

Mill Pond 

Dam at the Mill Pond, Behind Guthrie Mill 





Designation Boundary Maps 

Aerial Image from Alamance County GIS: 



Plat of Property, 1981: 





GIS Attempt to Geo-Reference 1981 Plat: 



GIS With 50-foot Buffer from Dam: 



GIS with Buffer and Plat: 



Alamance County Tax Record: 





Current Record of Deed Jul 25, 2016 













Orange County Archives Record of Deed, 1787 



 COUNTY OF ORANGE ARCHIVES RECORD OF DEEDS STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
(1787) No. 1132 TO ALL THOSE PRESENT: 

      Enoch Bradley paid a sum of fifty shillings for tract of land containing two 
hundred and seventeen acres lying in the County of Orange on both sides of Cain 
Creek. “The Plot represents a tract of Land Survey for Enoch Bradley lying on both 
sides of Cain Branch BEGINNING at a Branch on the side of Cain Creek; Running 
thence North 35 chains to a Hickory; thence South 80 degrees West 33 Chains to a 
stake at the Mouth of a Lane (?); thence West 5 Chains to a Blackoak; thence 
South 8 degrees West along William Holiday’s Line  13(?) Chains to a Blackoak on 
Cain Creek; thence down the meanders thereof to a Gum; thence South 13 and ½ 
Chains to a Postoak on Chatham County line; thence along said line East 57 Chains 
to a blackoak; thence North 17 Chains to a Beach (Beech) on Cain Creek; thence 
up the meanders thereof to the first station containing 117 acres, Surveyed 16th 
of February, 1787.  

George Madison(?)      Thomas Meridth___? 

James Newlin 





Drawn Map Dated 1893 
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