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General Information:  
Name: Oak Grove Slave Cemetery  

Address: No physical site street address, Village of Alamance Mailing Address- PO Box 96 
Alamance NC 27201 

Location: Contained within the Heritage Glen Subdivision, at the corner of Yorkshire Dr., and 
Brookstone Dr.  

Coordinates: 36.02483827920802, -79.49246031364069 

Parcel ID: 172464 

Area: Within the Village of Alamance incorporated limits. 

Owner: Heritage Glen Homeowners Association, The Village of Alamance is in negotiation with 
the HOA to assume ownership. 

Date: April 3, 2024 

Contacts: Town Administrator, Nick Farmerie- 336-226-0033/ Mayor, Don Tichy- 336-269-4202 

ABSTRACT PROPOSAL FOR DESIGNATION 
The Oak Grove Slave Cemetery is the resting place for approximately 40 enslaved 

African Americans belonging to the 19th century Holt family. Descendants of the enslaved 
people who are buried in the cemetery have gone on to significantly affect the regional 
development of Alamance County and the surrounding areas. The deceased have a variety of 
life stories that have contributed to the national discourse about the struggle for civil rights. 

The formerly enslaved peoples’ accomplishments include establishing the Springdale 
A.M.E Church, establishing one of the first schools to train African American teachers in the 
community, helping with the development and dying the original Alamance Plaid design, being 
appointed as the County’s first black deputy sheriff, and efforts to quell Ku Klux Klan activities in 
this area by giving testimony to the United States Senate. (see Vincent, 2009 pp. 35-6; 41-2; 
Troxler & Vincent, 1999, p.327) 

 We believe the significant accomplishments of the descendants of these slaves along 
with the overarching themes concerning slavery, reconstruction, and regional development 
must be preserved for future generations to gain insight as to how history has cultivated our 
current reality. Recognizing this site is the first step in preserving history to tell their stories.  

The site, located at Parcell ID 172464, is part of the Heritage Glen Homeowners 
Association property. The Village of Alamance is in negotiation to acquire the parcel and is in 
the best position to maintain the site to preserve the historical elements located within.  
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Special care has been taken not to remove evergreen ornamental ground cover (Vinca 
minor, referred to as “cemetery vine”) that was commonly planted on top of graves during that 
period to honor those entombed along with the unmarked field stones that were typically used 
as headstones. The goal of the preservation work to date has been to maintain as much 
integrity at the site as to reflect the actual condition it was in, more than 100 years ago.  

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 3.1 
The Oak Grove Slave Cemetery was part of the E.M. Holt family plantation and used as a 

repository for slaves that had passed while in the Holt family ownership. Most grave sites of 
enslaved African- Americans are abandoned, unmarked, and forgotten. In 1915 this land was 
sold to the Patterson Family and remained, undeveloped, until it was then purchased by 
Cornerstone Properties to build the Heritage Glen subdivision. On October 7th, 2014, the New 
South Associates published their Technical Report for the ground penetrating radar work to 
identify where grave sites are located. This land was then deeded to the Heritage Glen HOA. 
The Village of Alamance is in the process of acquiring ownership of the land.  

HISTORIC BACKGROUND 3.2  
The cemetery was used between 1790 and 1865.  

HISTORIC BACKGROUND 3.3 
A sewer main line was developed adjacent to the property in 1999 on the north west 

side to service the Heritage Glen subdivision. Construction of the Heritage Glen subdivision 
started in 1999 and the phase that started to break ground on land near the cemetery started 
between 2015 and 2021.  

ASSESSMENT 1.1 
This site memorializes the remains of slaves owned by the influential Holt family, 

headed by Edwin Michael Holt whose son, Tomas Holt, was elected Governor of North Carolina 
in 1891. 

 The relatives of the slaves buried in the cemetery have regional significance, including 
Sam Holt who founded the Springdale A.M.E church in 1865. Like many other slaves that were 
emancipated from slavery, Sam and other slaves, chose to take his master’s last name, Holt. In 
1853 Sam Holt, along with his brother Caswell Holt also helped to dye the original ‘Alamance 
Plaid’ design which became the first commercially produced colored cotton fabric made in the 
America South. Caswell Holt also has the distinction of being the first black deputy sheriff in 
Alamance County and helped to quell Ku Klux Klan activities in the region. (see Beatty, 1999, pp. 
114-16 & U.S. Congress, Senate Reports, 42 Cong. 1st session, no. 1, 341-2) 
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ASSESSMENT 1.2  
The site is approximately six feet lower in elevation than the roadway that runs adjacent 

to the site. Currently the site is overgrown and easily missed.  The only “structure” on the 
property is a small wooden sign that informally designates the site as the Oak Grove Slave 
Cemetery erected by a local Boy Scout Troop. The land is relatively flat with a small rock wall 
that separates the graves from the rest of the land. The land is sparsely wooded with small 
shrubs, ivy and grasses covering the ground. Behind the property is the sewer easement for the 
Village of Alamance. 

ASSSESSMENT 1.3  
There are raw quartz field stones placed over the known enslaved grave sites. As in the 

daily life of the entombed, the cemetery is a segregated resting place. Quartz rock was often 
used as grave markers as a type of memorial during the Antebellum period of the 19th century. 
Slave burial sites often lacked proper headstones or markers, leaving the memory of these 
individuals lost to history. The harsh conditions of slavery, systemic racism, and economic 
disparities meant that enslaved people were often denied the dignity of a marked grave. Their 
stories and contributions have been overlooked for generations.  

There is a non-native type of ornamental ivy called Vinca Vines that is found growing 
over where suspected graves are located. In 2014 New South Associates conducted ground 
penetrating radar and identified fourteen “probable burials, all within the general vicinity of the 
area,” along with three “potential faint depression sites.”  

ASSESSMENT 1.4  

Integrity of Design: 
 The cemetery design exists in a similar condition as possible to what was originally 
established. There are no known photographs of the gravesite, so it is difficult to replicate the 
original with certainty. Consequently, we have preserved the site to what the regional norms 
were for burial during that time period.  

Setting: 
 The surrounding area has been developed as the Heritage Glen residential subdivision. 
The gravesite parcel is only connected to two residentially developed pieces of property on its 
northern border. The rear side or northwestern part of this parcel is near a sewer easement for 
the Village of Alamance.  
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Workmanship: 
 No official memorial is currently established at this site. The Village is working with the 
Alamance County Historical Museum and our engineers to create a memorial site plan. Currently, 
there is a small wooden sign that identifies the Oak Grove Slave Cemetery.  

ASSESSMENT 1.5  
Our expectation is to have parcel ID 172464 designated as a historical site. We are 

hopeful to create a small parking area and a small memorial near the cemetery with a narrative 
that describes what this site is and how the descendants of these slaves affected the regional 
development of North Carolina. 

DESIGNATION PARAMETERS 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 
 Please see additional documents packet. 
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